


BURMESE BUDDHIST TEMPLE

YEAR 2023 WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Wednesday, 8:00pm to 9:00pm : Puja, Meditation and Dhamma Talk

Friday, 7:00pm to 8:00pm : Adult Meditation Class

Saturday, 7:00pm to 8:00pm : Dhamma Talk in Myanmar

Saturday, 8:00pm to 9:00pm : Dhammacakka Chanting (Myanmar Version)

Sunday, 9:30am to 10:00am : Pali Chanting and Dhamma Talk

BBT SUNDAY ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN

11:00am to 1:00pm : BBT Sunday Dhamma and Meditation Lessons For Children
(In English)

3:00pm to 5:00pm : BBT Sunday Myanmar Language Lessons For Children

5:00pm to 6:30pm : BBT Sunday Dhamma and Myanmar Language Lessons For Children
(In Myanmar)

@ 14 Tai Gin Road, Singapore 327873 @ +65 62511717 (g%}) www.bbt.org.sg p¥4 burtempl@singnet.com.sg



PATIPUJIKA KUMARIVATTHU

Patipujika Kumari was a virtuous and generous Savatthi lady who enjoyed making offerings to monks.
Married with 4 sons, Patipujika Kumari possessed the ability to remember her previous existence in
Tavatimsa heaven as the wife of Malabhari and yearned to be back by his side. One day, she passed on
and was reborn in Tavatimsa. Malabhari asked her where she had gone the whole morning, and she

explained her human existence to him. In the human world, the monks were taken aback by her sudden BURMESE

passing. The Buddha reminded the monks of the fleeting nature of life and added that desire for sensual

pleasures could only lead to more rebirths. BuDDHIST
*In Buddhist cosmology, times are relative in different realms of existence. TEMPLE
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TAYOJANA VATTHU - PART 3

On the way to pay homage to Buddha, a group consisting of 7 monks stopped at a village and were
directed by the villagers to spend the night in a cave. In the middle of the night, a huge boulder
slipped off from the top and blocked the cave’s exit. It took the villagers 7 days to move the massive

boulder. As to their fate, the Buddha spoke of an event in one of the monks' existence. Once, 7
cowherds saw an iguana going into its mound. Out of mischief, they closed all the exits of the mound BURMESE
to prevent the iguana from escaping and forgot about it for 7 days before they realised it and freed BUDDHIST

the iguana. On account of their deeds, they had been trapped without food for 7 days. TEMPLE
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MAHAKASSAPA THERA VATTHU

One day, monk Mahakassapa awoke from a deep meditation and expressed his desire to allow the
poor to offer him alms. However, Sakka, the king of gods, wanting to reap the merits of offering
alms to the great monk, disquised himself as a poor old weaver and placed himself in the path of
the monk. Upon receiving Sakka’s offering, Mahakassapa knew that the sumptuous food could not

be from a poor person. Perceiving the weaver was Sakka, Mahakassapa admonished him for not BHRMESE
giving opportunity to the poor. Hearing this, the Buddha said “The scent of virtue far surpasses any
scent obtained from any source of perfumes". Sakka was attracted by the great virtues of the monk BUDDHIST

*_,)‘ B . ,’ : MahaKassapa. TEMPLE
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TAYOJANA VATTHU - PART 2

A group of monks were travelling on a boat to see the Buddha when they witnessed a woman
drowning in the water. Relating the event to the Buddha, the Buddha told the story of a woman who
had a loyal dog that followed her wherever she went. The village boys poked fun at her because of

the dog’s behavior. She was so ashamed that she tied a sand bag to the dog’s neck and drowned it in BURMESE
a river. On account of this, the woman had died from drowning for the past few existences. BUD D H I ST
TEMPLE
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KASSAKA VATTHU

While working on his land, a farmer heard the Buddha say to Ananda, his assistant, “See Ananda, a
poisonous snake,” to which Ananda replied, “I see, Venerable, a deadly, poisonous snake.” The farmer
was concerned and rushed to the spot, only to find a purse on the ground. Not knowing how to deal
with it, he covered it with some soil and resumed his work. Later, the stolen purse, which was dropped

by a thief, was found. The farmer was accused of the theft and he was led away and beaten. He kept
repeating the conversations between Buddha and Ananda. The farmer’s peculiar behaviour caught the BURMESE

attention of the king, who knew that those were the words of the Buddha. The Buddha was consulted, BUDDHIST

and the farmer’s innocence was ascertained. Relating to this, the Buddha said one must be mindful to
avoid actions which would later lead to trouble. TEMPLE
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TAYOJANA VATTHU - PART 1

On their way to pay homage to the Buddha, a group of bhikkhus stopped by a village. Some villagers
were preparing food to be offered to the monks when a stove caught fire. The stove fire shot up into
the air, killing a crow that happened to fly over. Seeing the event, the bhikkhus decided to ask the

Buddha about the crow’s fate. Buddha told the story of a farmer who set fire to his ox out of anger BURMESE

because the ox was very lazy and stubborn. On account of this, the farmer had been burnt to death

in the last 7 existences. BUDDHIST
b

| TEMPLE
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KUNDALAKESI VATTHU

Kundalakesi killed her husband out of self-defence when her hushand tried to murder her to get
hold of her wealth. Disillusioned with life, Kundalakesi left home and lived as an ascetic. Being
intelligent, she soon became proficient in many verses of a certain faith. Her teacher told her to go
forth and challenge anyone who could answer her questions, adding that she should become a pupil
of anyone who could answer all her questions. Kundalakesi became known for her prowess as she

was undefeatable. One day, she met Ven. Sariputta, who was able to answer all her questions. Ven. BURMES E
Sariputta asked if he could ask her a question, to which she accepted. Failing to answer the question

and learning that it was from the Buddha, she asked to join the order of nuns and soon gained BHDDHIST
enlightenment. To this, the Buddha said, “Though one may conquer a thousand men in battle, he l\/‘

who can conquer his own ignorance is the noblest victor.” TE PLE

B.E. 2566 2306-930931 0§3:- mD§

APRIL ZOé3

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

2+=

381 AGM

R
3+= 4 5 zm 6 +x T ++ 8 1 O+

Good Friday Water Festival

3
14 tm

6
15 #=

g
16 t=

ofpialdics i anes spjalde  w@jandcg
6 q 0 e 2 2

17 4+ 18 t#n 19 tn 20 5% 214)= 22 9= 23

Hari Raya Puasa

so§:mdqdics :
N 2 J ? G g
24 y =



Monday

SEPTEMBER 2023

Tuesday

MANIKARAKULUPAKA VATTHU

The wife of a gem polisher offered food daily to Ven. Tissa, an arahat. Once, a messenger from the
King arrived with a ruby, which the gem polisher left on a table before he left to wash his hands.
The house pet crane swallowed the gem as it took it for a piece of meat. After ascertaining that no
family member had taken it, he confronted the monk about the missing ruby. Not getting an answer,
he beat the monk till he bled, despite the wife’s pleading. The crane was attracted to the blood. Ina

rage, the gem polisher kicked the bird asit came near, killing it instantly. Seeing the crane dead, Ven. BHRMESE
Tissa revealed that the bird had swallowed the ruby. After the ruby was found, the gem polisher was

remorseful, although Ven. Tissa did not harbour anger against him. When asked about the fate of the BUDDHIST
characters involved, the Buddha said, “The crane was reborn as the son, the gem polisher was reborn l\/]

in hell, the wife was reborn as a Deva, and Ven. Tissa attained Nibbana.” TE PLE
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‘ AYUVADDHANA KUMARA VATTHU
e .\,} 'H? r;F i Y = Afather was told by a respected hermit that his young son would only live for another 7 days and that
% B/ PO : S he (the hermit) could not prevent this. The hermit suggested that the Buddha might be able to help.
B s On the advice of the Buddha, Bhikkhus were invited to recite the teachings of the Buddha for 7 days
> and 7 nights. On the last day, the boy paid homage to the Buddha and was saved from the tragedy.

/ "}, /"% AL A\ { y When the monks queried as to how the child had been able to live a long life, the Buddha explained, BURMESE
‘4 S s By respecting and honouring the elders and those who are wise and virtuous, one would gain not BUDDHIST
~ =~

only longevity but also beauty, happiness, and strength.”
, TEMPLE
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KOKASUNAKHA VATTHU

Koka, the hunter, went hunting with his dogs and passed a monk on his way. That day, Koka failed
to bag any games. While returning with a bad mood, he saw the same monk again. He thought that
the monk had jinxed his hunt, so he set the dogs on him. The innocent monk climbed up a tree, but
Koka pierced his sole with an arrow. As the monk was in pain, he could not hold on to his robes, which

fell on Koka, covering him. Seeing the yellow robes, the dogs mauled the figure, not realising it was BURMESE

Koka, killing him. The monk felt sorry for Koka and wondered if he was responsible for his death. The

G B4  Buddha consoled him, “Whoever harms a harmless person, one pure and blameless, the harm will BUDDHIST
: & come back to him, like fine dust thrown into the wind.” TEMPLE
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PATACARA THERI VATTHU

Patacara eloped with an attendant of the family and lived poorly. As her second child’s due date drew
near, she set off for her parents' home, against her husband’s wish. Her husband managed to catch
up with her on the way as she was about to deliver. Unfortunately, he died from a snake bite while
clearing a place. With sadness, Patacara continued with her 2 sons and came to a swollen river. She

waded across with her baby. On the way to get the elder son, a hawk took off with the baby. Seeing BHRMESE
her waving, the elder son thought she called for him but was swept away when he entered the river.
She became delirious but was fortunate to drift to where the Buddha was teaching. She became a BUDDHIST

nun and attained liberation. TEMPLE
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KISAGOTAMI VATTHU

Kisagotami was a young mother who had just lost her only child. In despair, she took her dead
child everywhere, looking for a way to bring the child back to life. People knew that she had
gone mad, but one kind person told her that Buddha had the medicine she was searching for. The
Buddha asked her to collect some mustard seeds from a household where none had died. People

she visited felt sorry for her, but they could not fulfill her condition. The truth dawned upon her
that death is universal. She returned to the Buddha and became a nun. One day, seeing the candle BURMESE
light flickering, she began to contemplate the fleeting nature of life. The Buddha appeared before BUDDHIST

her and encouraged her to continue to meditate on the impermanent nature of life. Kisagotami
subsequently attained liberation. TEMPLE
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YEAR 2023 EVENTS
01 January, Sunday, Welcome 2023 Chanting
21 January, Saturday, Chinese New Year Eve Chanting
22 January, Sunday, Chinese New Year (First Day) Year of the Rabbit
23 January, Monday, Chinese New Year (Second day)
02 April, Sunday, 38th Annual General Meeting
09 April, Sunday, Water Festival

17 April, Monday, Myanmar New Year Day
02 June, Friday, Vesak Day Eve Chanting
03 June, Saturday, Vesak Day

30 July, Sunday, Vassavasa (Rain Retreat) Offering of Robes

01 August, Tuesday, Waso Full Moon Day
27 August, Sunday, Transfering of Merits to the departed ones (Chinese 7t month Festival)

29 October, Sunday, Thadingyut Full Moon Day
12 November, Sunday, Kathina Celebration

24 December, Sunday, 32th Anniversary

YEAR 2023 PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
01 January, Sunday, New Year's Day
22 January, Sunday, Chinese New Year (First Day) Year of the Rabbit
23 January, Monday, Chinese New Year (Second Day)
07 April, Friday, Good Friday
22 April, Saturday, Hari Raya Puasa

01 May, Monday, Labour Day
03 June, Saturday, Wesak Day
29 June, Thursday, Hari Raya Haji

09 August, Wednesday, National Day
12 November, Sunday, Deepavali
25 December, Monday, Christmas
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